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CURRENT SITUATION IN BOUTH KCREA

1. A well-plenned eoup executod by scms 3,600 arwy troops snd
marines in Seoul overthirew the govermment of Prime Minister Chang Myon
on 15 May. The insurgents seized the Seocul redic station snd brosdcast
orders over the neme of Amey Chief of Staff Li. Gensral Chang To-yong
esteblishing martial lawv throughout the Netion.

2. The lesder of the revolt is Major General Pak Chamg-hai who
still exercises the resl pover in the Militery Bevolutionary Committee
governmment. PaX, & one-time officer in the Japswese arxy, Was cOm~
pissioned in the Koresn smsy 1n 1946. He wes court-martisled in 1948
on charges of being a Commnist snd was sestenced to 10 yeers in prisou.
Pak was recallisd to serviee st the outbresk of the Kovean War in 1950
snd subseguently pardontd bdecsuse of his war recoxd. He is zot known to
have re-established corntacts with the Commnists or to have bean comected
with South Koresn lsftist groups since 1945. Following the ouster of the
Kaee Tegime, Pak was imvolved ix the sgitation of younger officers %o
rid the srmy of senior officers who sllegedly had profited from their
support of Ehee.

3. The coup leaders vere able tc estsdlish control easily because
of the sheence of amy resistance im Becul s»d the pudlic indifferemce or
apsthy shown im other aress. The prise minister wemt into hidisg end made
o effort to rally say forces against the coup. The Awmy Chiaf of StafT,
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General Chang To-yong, sssusmed a cantious rols sndeavoring to saistain &
favorsble position with the coup lesders and the jmerican side. Chang
etill holde the syotliight ae head of the Military Revolstionery Committee,
but be is probebly a figarebesd.

4. Presidest Tun Fo-sun used his influence for s comgpromise thet
would provide a ssmblaace of legality for the coup sctioms =nd pet the
goverment transition vithin a fremework of constitutionslity.

S. Priee Minister Chexg Myon emerged from hiding on 18 MHay and
ss chalrpan of the Military Bevolnticoary Committee was legal. He en~
nounced the resigeation of kis cadizet opening the way for tramsitional
asssures that would be legal under the Constitution. This significently
strengthens the politieal pesition of the committes.

6. The militsry base Tor the goveraing coamittes vas secured on
17 May vhen the comsander of the Pirst Arwmy it. Jexwsral Yi Esn-lim pubd-

licly declared his support of the eoup.|

T s early return to celivilian

govermmmnt is likely %o :ptmit m Mm &Mg mimvﬂ.ﬁt
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mittes s probably comxting oo former govermmst officisls with ecomdmic

sxperiencs to 11l the gep.
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8. The possibility of former Mwe officials gaining iufluence {s
indicsted by & cemscred newapaper report on 17 May that & cabinet of
elders bed been esteblished, This incladed Pesk Naek~chun (George Faek),
11 Pomesol, Pyon Yong-tem; Eim Hong-1l, Peek Tu-chin and Song Yo-chen.

. mmmwumwmﬁ-mb
commnist progran. The staff of the laftist newspaper Minjok Ilbo and the
editor of Minguk IIdo have been arrested. The srrest of sll persons ou
s Communist Wekch Listeeveported to comprise 70,000 persons, imecluding
families, friends snd sssoeistes-<hus been ordered. A 3voclsmstion cells
for all spies to surrendsr dy 20 Jupe under s promise of lenient treet-
ment. After that dete sll spies that sre spprebended will be given eapital
panishment .

10. Initial communist resction betrayed & lsck of informetion.
against U5 isterferemce. ‘There has been no evidence of any military
reaction ou the part of Herth Eores to the eoup.
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Oﬁ‘ice Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 1  TER PRESYDIGR DATE: 18 Msy 1961
FROM @  'The Director of Central Imtelligence

SUBJECT Current Sltustion in Scuth Xores

Copy to Nr. MeGeorge Bundy
Copy to Jeneral Clifton
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e IOy . SEELDON

Assistant Director
Carrent Intelligence
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